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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- "Lnsions of «me may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be hmely filed 

Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the apphcation to become ABANDONED (35 U S C. § 133). 
'. Iny r^fy deceived by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even ,f timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I )H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06/17/2003 . 

2aM This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters Prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) F3 Claim(s) 13-26 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 13J4 16 and 24-25 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 15.17-23 and 26 is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

I I )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim forforeign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l3 All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

1) [2 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview f-^^^^lS" ' 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of .nformal Patent Appl.cat.on (PTO-152) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

■ c Cities "the plate-shaped 
, A _ following nformalities. wc y 

.».— ^^24 are rejected under 35 UJ. 

^86165007). t) aconnec tor assembly for a 
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t pf nc"! and the housing v->; 
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having structures (as described above) to couple the connectors with each other by slidably 
fitting portions (4, 8, 8a, 3, 2, 2a, 2b, 7, 3c) of the connectors (adjacent 4 and 3) one on the other, 
with the leading end portion (A) being inserted into the first connector (adjacent 4) to engage the 
contact arms (8a), and the first connector (adjacent 4) further including a positioning member (B) 
which is to engage a side of the leading end portion (A) of the flat wire member (2) to position 
the leading end portion (A) in its widthwise relative to the contact arm (8a) when the leading end 
portion (A) is inserted into the first connector (adjacent 4). 

In regard to claim 24, Higuchi et al discloses (Attachment 1) the connector assembly 
wherein the second connector (adjacent 3) further includes means (C) for placing the flat wire 
member (2) on the plate-shaped supporting member k 3c) in a state that the flat wire member is 
inclined (adjacent C) downward toward its leading end (A of 2a,b) with respect to a plane 
(engaged surfaces ofiand 3c) of the plate-shaped supporting member (3c) to prevent interference 
between the leading end (A) and the first connector (adjacent 4) when the leading end portion 
(A) of the flat wire member (2) is inserted into the first connector (adjacent 4). 
Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 14-23 and 25-26 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
In regard to claim 14, the prior art fails to teach or suggest the connector assembly 

wherein the connector assembly wherein the flat wire member forming with a pair of protruding 
portion protruding from a leading edge of the flat wire member at its opposite widthwise ends, 
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the protruding portions come into contact with the positioning member before the wirings on the 
flat wire member is inserted in the first connector. 

In regard to claim 23, the prior art fails to teach or suggest the connector assembly 
wherein the second connector has a restricting member fixedly being underside of the flat wire 
member to engage with a restricting recess formed on the plate-shaped supporting member; the 
restricting member is prevented from moving relative to the plate-shaped supporting member, in 
the direction of the insertion of the leading end portion of the flat wire member, but allowed to 
move in the widthwise direction of the flat wire member relative to the plate-shaped supporting 
member. 

In regard to claim 22, the prior art fails to teach or suggest the connector assembly 
wherein the width of a leading end portion of the supporting member to be the same or smaller 
than that of the leading end portion the flat wire member. 

In regard to claim 25, the prior art fails to teach or suggest the connector assembly the flat 
wire member having a first end portion and a second end portion restricted by the first and 
second plate-shaped supporters of the second connectors corresponding to the first hood portion 
and second hood portion of the first connector. 

In regard to claim 26, the prior art fails to teach or suggest the connector assembly 
wherein the distance between the projections being larger than the distance between bottom sides 
of the recesses to allow the leading end portion of the flat wire member to move in its widthwise 
direction. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Dramstad et al (US6004139) is cited to show in the electrical connector having the 
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flat wire member has a first and a second end portions (figure 1) and the connector includes a 
first and a second plate-shaped supporter. 

Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 3-26 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new grounds of rejection presented in this Office 
action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is 
reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 
A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE MONTHS from 
the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO MONTHS of the 
mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after the end of the 
THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on 
the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory 
period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuongchi T Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
0729. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 8:OOAM to 
4:30PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula Bradley can be reached on (703) 308 - 2319. The fax phone numbers for the 
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organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-7723 for regular 
communications and after Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 306-3329. 
August 22, 2003 
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